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Building Up The Body of Christ – Year of the Family 

December 22, 2019 

Church Calendar 

Fifth Sunday of Advent 

Readings 

Is 40:18-31, Heb 4:16-5:10, Lk 18:9-14. 

Sundays: Look Ahead Calendar of Events 

Dec 29 Sixth Sunday of Advent 

Jan 5 Eve of the Nativity & Theophany of our Lord Jesus Christ   

 Jan 6 Feast of the Nativity & Theophany of our Lord Jesus  Christ 

CEAB On-Duty: Diana Sanginane (401-368-8762) 

Absent Teacher On-Call: Anna Robinson (401-580-6788) 
 

 

Today’s Schedule 

PreK-10 
 Attend regularly scheduled classes 

 Assembly: 11:00am - Advent Presentation (4/5th grades), Jeopardy & Christmas Carols  -  

Lisa Z 
 

 

Save the Dates: 

• Tuesday, December 24th: Christmas Eve Pageant at 6:30pm 

• Sunday, January 5th: Armenian Christmas Eve - Annual Sunday School Party at 4:00pm 
o Secret Santa Gift Exchange - Each student is asked to bring a 

“Secret Santa” gift valued at $5.00 
o   Music, Refreshments , Punctual Attendance Drawing  

• Sunday, January 12th: Family Worship Sunday 

• Monday, February 17th: Armenian Youth Day 2020 

 

Visit these Websites: https://vemkar.us/     
http://www.stvoski.org/embed.html  https://armenianchurch.us/ 

 

https://vemkar.us/
http://www.stvoski.org/embed.html
https://armenianchurch.us/
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On-Going Charitable Projects: charitable giving includes canned goods collections, hygienic 

products collection, weekly plate collection, winter warmth items and the Lenten Drive  

▪ Contribute and participate in the quarterly Mary House Service Program 

o Hygiene Products 

• Keep Warm This Winter 

 

From DCE:  

From Today’s Readings 

From Today’s Readings 

Luke 18:9-14 Jesus preached tirelessly against self-righteousness, the enemy of authentic faith. In this famous parable, 

the Pharisee looks upon himself as deserving of God’s favor since he does all the “right things.” Prideful, he has only 

contempt for the tax collector, who prays in humility, openly dependent on God’s grace. Reversing people’s 

expectations, Jesus cites the unpopular tax collector as the one whose prayer is heard and whose faith is honored by 

God. Discuss/reflect: In what ways might you be replacing a true relationship with God with religious “habits?” 

Hebrews 4:16-5:10 As the ultimate High Priest, Jesus is the source of salvation to those who come to the Father through 

Him. Discuss/reflect: The writer refers to Jesus’ “reverent submission”(NIV) to the Father in v.7. In today’s world where 

being in charge of your life and “taking control” are so touted, what does the term “reverent submission” mean to you? 

Isaiah 40:18-31 In a series of rhetorical questions reminiscent of God speaking to Job from the whirlwind (Job 38-41), we 

are reminded of the greatness of the eternal God, the Creator of all. Discuss/reflect: What “idols” (v.19) in today’s world 

seem powerful to you? How much do you depend on them? 

 

Tuesday, December 24 is the Feast of St. Stephen (and Christmas Eve!) 

 

Stephen was a devout believer who was ordained along with six others 

to serve the poor at the common table. Acts 6-8:2 relates his story, 

culminating in his death by stoning and his burial. He is acknowledged 

by the Church as the first to die for his faith (protomartyr). The 

intensity and sincerity of St. Stephen’s faith deeply impressed Saul, the 

infamous persecutor of Christians who witnessed Stephen’s 

martyrdom.Upon his own conversion, he became Paul, zealous apostle 

to the Gentiles and one of the greatest missionaries of the Church. St. 

Stephen is the role model for altar servers, particularly deacons. 

During Badarak on this feast day, it is traditional in some places for all 

deacons serving at the altar to wear a liturgical crown, which is worn 

only by priests on all other days of the year, the crown being in this 

instance a symbol of martyrdom. St. Stephen is often depicted holding 

a censer and a miniature church. 

 

Department of Christian Education/Diocese of the Armenian Church (Eastern) 
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